IN  THE  MATTER  OF  the  Ontario  Human  Rights  Code,  1961-62 


AND  IN  THE   MATTER  OF  complaints  made  by  Mr.   T.  Kaplash, 
Mr.    V.K.   Luthra,    Mr.   V.   Chaudhry,   Mr.    P.S.   Sian  and 
Mr.    S.    Kapoor  of  Toronto,   that  they  were  denied  entry  to  and 
membership  in  The  Camelot  Club   (connected  with  The  Avenue  Road 
Club)   of  Toronto  because  of  their  colour  and  place  of  origin. 

REPORT 

Pursuant  to  my  appointment  by  the  Honourable  Dalton 
Bales,    Minister  of  Labour,   as  a   Board  of  Inquiry,   to  inquire 
into  the  above-mentioned  matter,   I  presided  at  a  hearing  in 
Committee  Room  Number  2,   in  the  Parliament  Buildings  in  Toronto, 
on  Wednesday  November  6,    1968.     Appearing  on  behalf  of  the 
respondent  club  were  Mr.   Murray  Campbell,   its  President  and 
General  Manager,   and  Mr.   Roy  Edmunds,   its   Secretary  and 
Treasurer.     The  Ontario  Human  Rights  Commission  was  repre- 
sented by  Mr.    E.   Marshall   Pollock,   assisted  by  Mr.    S.  Goldenberg 
and  by  Mr.   Herbert  Sohn,   its  Assistant  Director.     Except  for  a 
complainant  who  was  unavoidably  absent,   the  comolainants  also  were 
personally  present  at  the  hearing. 

At  the  opening  of  the  hearing,    Mr.    Pollock  outlined  the 
negotiations  that  had  taken  place  between  the  Commission  and 
Messrs.   Campbell  and  Edmunds  on  behalf  of  the  club,    and  reported 
that  the  outcome  of  these  negotiations  was  an  amicable  resolution  of 


i 


the  complaints  by  certain  undertakings  which  had  been  incor- 
porated into  a  formal   Memorandum  of  Agreement  between  the 
Avenue  Road  Club  through  Messrs.   Campbell  and  Edmunds  and 
Messrs.    Campbell  and  Edmunds  personally,    on  the  one  hand 
and  the  Commission,   on  the  other.     This  Memorandum  of  Agree- 
ment was  filed  with  me  and  read  aloud  at  the  hearing.     As  the 
Memorandum  is  self-explanatory,   is  annexed  hereto,   and  forms 
part  of  this  Report,   no  useful  purpose  would  be  served  by 
summarizing  its  terms.     After  ascertaining  that  the  complainants 
were  satisfied  with  the  manner  in  which  the  complaints  had  been 
resolved,   I  commended  the  parties  for  arriving  at  the  agreement 
embodied  in  the  Memorandum  and  for  the  particular  formula  by 
which  the  settlement  was  concluded.      Before  terminating  the  hearing 
I  stated  that  my  Report  would  also  contain  a  commendation  of  the 
actions  of  the  parties  in  entering  into  the  Memorandum  of  Agreement 

I  do  in  fact  regard  the  terms  of  the  Memorandum  as 
constituting  the  best  possible  solution  to  the  unfortunate  affair  that 
gave  rise  to  the  complaints.     In  my  view,   the  efforts  of  the 
Commission  and  its  counsel  in  this  matter  deserve  to  be  given  the 
widest  possible  publicity,   as  part  of  the  educational  purpose  of  the 
Ontario  Human  Rights  Code,   not  so  much  to  publicize  the  facts  of 


this  case  as  to  inform  the  public  of  the  sort  of  meritorious  but 
unsung  work  of  the  Commission  that  is,   all  things  considered, 
more  important  than  the  Board-of-Inquiry  type  of  work  that  the 
public  hears  about  and,   at  the  same  time,   the  real  strength  of 
Ontario's  human-rights  legislation. 

I  conclude  with  the  recommendation  that  the  settlement 
arrived  at  should  be  endorsed  by  the  Commission  and  that  the 
case  should  be  reviewed  from  time  to  time  to  ensure  that  the 
terms  of  the  Memorandum  of  Agreement  are  indeed  being  carried 
out . 

ALL  OF  WHICH  IS  RESPECTFULLY  SUBMITTED. 
DATED  at  Toronto  this  9th  day  of  November,  1968. 


Horace  Krever. 
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AND   IN  THE  MATTER  OF  the  complaints 
of  Messrs.   T.   Kaplash,  V.   K.   Luthra , 
V.   Chaudhry,   P.   S.   Sian  and  S.  Kapoor 
of  Toronto,   that  they  were  denied  entry 
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MEMORANDUM  OF  AGREEMENT 


IN  THE  MATTER  OF  The  Ontario  Human  Rights  Code,  1961-62. 

AND  IN  THE  MATTER  OF   the  complaints  of  Messrs.   T.  Kaplash, 
V.   K.    Luthra,  V.  Chandhry,   P.   S.   Sian  and  S.  Kapoor  of 
Toronto,   that  they  were  denied  entry  to  and  membership  in 
The  Camelot  Club,   otherwise  known  as  The  Avenue  Road  Club, 
of  Toronto,  because  of  their  colour  and  place  of  origin. 

MEMORANDUM  OF  AGREEMENT 

WHEREAS  the  Avenue  Road  Club  is  an  unincorporated 
voluntary  association  of  adult  persons,   principally  operating 
in  the  City  of  Toronto  in  the  County  of  York  at  a  municipal 
address  of  53  Avenue  Road  whose  purpose  is  to  "provide 
facilities  for  the  use  of  the  members  in  the  pursuit  of 
their  social,  cultural  and  recreational  interests;" 

AND  WHEREAS,   by  constitution,   it  is  administered  by 
an  elected  executive  council  consisting  of  a  President,  Vice 
President,  Treasurer  and  Secretary  and  member  at  large; 

AND  WHEREAS  Murray  Campbell,  General  Manager  and 
President  and  Roy  Edmunds,   Secretary  and  Treasurer  have  been 
duly  authorised  by  the  said  executive  committee  to  execute 
this  agreement  on  behalf  of  the  Avenue  Road  Club,   the  Camelot 
Club,   their  subsidiaries,   affiliates  and  assigns; 
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IT  IS  HEREBY  AFFIRMED  AND  DECLARED  that  the  Avenue 
Road  Club,   the  Camelot  Club,    their  subsidiaries  and  affiliates, 
and  Murray  Campbell  and  Roy  Edmunds,  personally,   subscribe  to 
and  support  the  provisions  of  the  Ontario  Human  Rights  Code 
and  through  the  said  executive  committee  undertake  as  follows: 


1.  To  forward  letters  of  apology   (as  appended)  to 
the  complainants  herein. 

2.  To  forthwith  invite  the  complainants  to  take 
membership  in  The  Camelot  Club  with  the  assurances 
that  they  will  be  treated  fairly  without  regard  to 
colour  or  place  or  origin. 

3.  To  forward  a  letter   (as  appended)   to  each  of  the 
community  organizations  listed  below  setting 
forth  our  fair  accommodations  policy  and  inviting 
these  agencies  to  refer  applicants  to  this 
organization  for  membership. 


Mr.  Murty  Devata, 
President , 

India  Canada  Association, 
42  Tealham  Drive, 
Rexdale,  Ontario. 

Dr.   T.   J.  Samuel, 
Editor , 

The  Canadian  India  Times, 
58  Burnhamthorpe  Cr . , 
Islington,  Ontario. 

His  Excellency  General 
Jayanto  Nath  Chaudhuri, 
India  High  Commissioner, 
200  MacLaren  Street, 
Ottawa,  Ontario. 


( 
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Mr.   S.  Banerjee, 
President , 

Friends  of  India  Association, 
c/o  International  Student  Centre, 
University  of  Toronto, 
33  St.  George  Street, 
Toronto,  Ontario. 

Mr.  Melbourne  Thompson, 
President , 

Jamaican-Canadian  Association, 
Box  532,  Terminal  "A", 
Toronto  1,  Ontario. 

Mr.  Edward  Ide, 

National  President, 

Japanese-Canadian  Citizens 

Association , 

3  Biggin  Court, 

Apartment  413, 

Toronto  16,  Ontario. 

Mr.  Douglas  M.  McConney, 
Executive  Director, 
Social  Planning  Council  of 
Metropolitan  Toronto, 
55  York  Street, 
Toronto  1,  Ontario. 

4.  To  post  Ontario  Human  Rights  Code  Cards  permanently 
and  prominently  in  the  entrance  ways  to  our 
buildings . 

5.  To  distribute  a  memorandum   (as  appended)    to  all 
officers  and  members  of  our  staff  as  well  as  our 
general  membership  apprising  them  of  our  fair 
policy  and  instructing  them  to  abide  by  same. 

6.  To  co-operate  fully  with  the  Commission,  its 
representatives  or  agents  on  any  subsequent 
investigation,  consultation  or  review  which 
from  time  to  time  may  be  deemed  necessary  with 
respect  to  the  implementation  of  this  Agreement 
and  furtherance  of  the  aims  of  The  Ontario  Human 
Rights  Code. 

7.  It  is  further  agreed  that  copies  of  all  the  above 
mentioned  correspondence  will  be  forwarded  to  the 
Ontario  Human  Rights  Commission. 
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8.       We  recognize  this  Agreement  as  carrying  the  force 
of  a  Ministerial  Order  under  Section  13  of  The 
Ontario  Human  Rights  Code. 


Executed  at  Toronto,   this  5th  day  of  November,  1968. 


THE  ONTARIO  HUMAN  RIGHTS  COMMISSION 


Li. 

ft 


per 


Herbert  A/.  Sohn 
Assistant  Director. 


Letter  from  Club  to  Complainants 


Dear  Mr 


Re:     The  Camelot  Club 

(The  Avenue  Road  Club) 
and 

 The  Ontario  Human  Rights  Commission 

Permit  us  to  apologise  to  you  for  the  embarrassment  and 
inconvenience  caused  you  by  this  club  and  its  employees  with 
reference  to  your  efforts  to  gain  entry  to  and  membership  in 
The  Camelot  Club. 

We  wish  to  advise  you  that  it  is  our  policy  to  treat  all 
people  fairly  without  regard  to  race,  creed,   colour,  nationality, 
ancestry  or  place  of  origin. 

In  an  effort  to  resolve  this  matter,  we  are  co-operating 
with  The  Ontario  Human  Rights  Commission  and  have  executed  a 
Memorandum  of  Agreement  which  is  designed  to  assure  you  that 
every  possible  step  will  be  taken  to  prevent  a  recurrence  of 
the  kind  of  difficulties  encountered  by  you. 

We  hereby  invite  you  to  take  membership  in  The  Camelot  Club 
at  your  convenience  with  the  assurances  that  you  will  be  treated 
courteously  and  fairly  by  our  officers  and  staff. 

We  trust  that  our  undertakings  will  serve  to  assure  you  of 
our  good  faith  in  this  matter. 


i 


Letter  from  Club  to  the  Community  Organizations 


Gentlemen : 


Re:  The  Came  Lot  Club  (The  Avenue  Road  Club) 
 and  The  Ontario  Human  Rights  Commission 


The  Camelot  Club  otherwise  known  as  The  Avenue  Road 
Club  located  at  53  Avenue  Road  in  Toronto,   has  been 
involved  in  the  complaints  of  five  gentlemen  from  India 
and  Pakistan  who  complain  that  they  were  denied  entry  to 
and  membership  in  The  Camelot  Club  because  of  their 
colour  and  place  of  origin. 

This  incident  has  given  this  Club  serious  concern 
because  we  find  discrimination  of  any  sort  to  be 
repugnant. 

We  have  undertaken  to  ensure  that  all  our  members 
and  applicants  for  membership  will  be  treated  fairly 
without  regard  to  race,    creed,    colour,  nationality, 
ancestry  or  place  of  origin. 

This  Club  maintains  this  policy,    not  only  because 
it  is  the  law,   but  also  because  we  consider  it  to  be 
vital  to  the  development  of  a  healthy  society. 

In  settlement  of  the  particular  complaints,  we 
have  entered  into  a  Memorandum  of  Agreement  with  The 
Ontario  Human  Rights  Commission  which  is  designed  to 
ensure  that  there  will  be  no  repetition  of  the  kind  of 
difficulties  encountered  by  the  complainants. 

Will  you  be  good  enough  to  relay  information  about 
our  fair  accommodation  policy  to  all  interested  persons 
so  that  all  may  know  that  this  Club  accepts  members  and 
treats  all  fairly  without  regard  to  race,  colour, 
religion  or  nationality. 
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Memorandum  from  the  Club  to  all  its 
members,  officers  and  staff.  


Dear  Mr. 

Re:   The  Camelot  Club 

(The  Avenue  Road  Club) 
and 

 The  Ontario  Human  Rights  Commission 

This  organization  has  been  involved  in  the  complaints 
of  several  gentlemen  from  Pakistan  and  India  who  have  complained 
that  they  were  denied  entry  to  and  membership  in  The  Camelot 
Club  because  of  their  colour  and  place  of  origin. 

This  incident  has  given  the  officers  of  this  Club 
serious  concern  because  we  find  discrimination  of  any  sort  to 
be  repugnant  and  contrary  to  the  best  interests  of  a  democratic 
society. 

We  have  apologized  to  the  five  individuals  and  we  have 
invited  them  to  take  membership  in  The  Camelot  Club  with  assur- 
ances that  they  will  be  treated  fairly  without  regard  to  colour 
or  place  of  origin.     In  further  resolution  of  these  complaints, 
we  are  co-operating  with  The  Ontario  Human  Rights  commission 
in  executing  a  Memorandum  of  Agreement  which  is  designed  to 
ensure  that  there  will  be  no  repetition  of  those  most  regrettable 
incidents.     Accordingly,  we  urge  all  our  members  and  officials 
to  assist  us  in  this  regard  and  caution  that  any  deviation  from 
this  policy  will  be  dealt  with  formally  and  continued  deviation 
will  result  in  dismissal  and/or  termination  of  membership. 
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